AE fe. © 1 8 2 
a” AL n n 1 
JJ ]nWͥ n 
* = Py” =O * * A = 


_ FF ; 


_ 
* 


n 
ph COP x 
3 


3... 


LETTER 
10 
| * <> 
THE AUTHOR OF AN ANONYMOUS TREATISH 


ON INSPIRATION, 


LATELY PRINTED AT YORK. 


BY JOSEPH ENTWISLE, 


« As deceivers and yet true.” 2 Cor. vi. 8. 
« By their fruits, ye ſhall know them.” MATT. vil. 20. 
Is not this the Carpenter? And they were offended at him.“ 


Maxx vi. 3. 


— FT” - 


THE SECOND EDITION. 


Pork; 


Printed by and for Tnomas WrrsowN and RonertT SPENCE, 
High-Ouſegate, and ſold by all the bookſellers. 


* 
7 
45 


* {x ** 


3 0 
. 


4 
F 

by 
. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Tas following Pages would not have appeared 
before the Public in anſwer to an Anonymous 
Publication, had not the writer conſidered that 
filence in the Friends of Methodiſm might bg 
conſtrued into a tacit acknowledgment of the 
truth and juſtice of the charges brought againſt 
them, They, indeed, who know the Methodiſt 
Preachers, are in no danger of being milled.” But 
many who are not acquainted with them, who 
never heard any of thoſe Preachers, who are held 
out to the World as Fanatics, Enthuſiaſts, &c. 
are very liable to impoſition, If the reputa- 
tion and popularity of the Fanatics (ſo called) 
were the only things concerned, a reply, might 
be diſpenſed with; but a regard to truth, reli- 
gion, and the grand doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion, or rather, the doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt, for- 
bids a bare filent diſapprobation. 


All that is defired of the Public, is a aw 
diſpaſſionate, impartial examination of what is 
A2 offered. 


3 
offered. Do not condemn men unheard. Do 
not pin your faith on any man's ſleeve. Do 
juſtice to yourſelves ar men, by forming a judg- 
ment of your own, AFTER, not BEFORE you have 
conſidered the merits of the cauſe. © TxuUTH 1s 
MIGHTY, AND WILL PREVAIL.” 


The candid Reader muſt not expe& any- ſhow 
of learning: No pretence is made to it. Plain 
language is uſed, on a plain ſubject, in which 
plain people, as well as others, are intereſted.— 
Whatever reception the following remarks may 
meet with, the writer will have the ſatisfaction 
of having intended well ; and will not ceaſe to 
pray that the © Catholic (Univerſal) *Chnrch 
may be ſo guided and governed by the good 
Spirit, that all who profefs and call themſelves 
Chriſtiang, may be led into the way of truth, 
and hold the faith in unity of Spirit, in' the 
bond of peace, and in righteouſneſs of life;” 
and that peace and happineſs, truth and juftice, 
religion and piety, may be eſtabliſhed amongſt 
us to all generations.” | 
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RRV. Sin, 


Ir is the advice of an ihre Writer to © Prove'all. 
things, and hold faft'that which is good.“ And, bleſſed 
he God, in this favoured country, under the pro- 
tection of wholeſome laws, we have full Hbert ſo 
to do. If any thing deſerves our attention and moſt 
ric inveſtigation, it is the important ſubject of 
your Treatiſe. Charity, which “ kopeth all things,” 
gives you credit for the purity of your intentions; 
your reſpectable ſituation in ſociety, as a Clergy- 
man, demands refpect ; and it would be wrong to 
controyert your opinions, merely for the ſake of Con- 
troverſy. But the Apoſtolic advice, juſt mentioned. 
authorizes an examination of your ſentiments, and 
the arguments by which they are ſupported; and as 
vou do not- ꝑretend to extraordinary mmypration'-or 
11/allibility, you cannot reaſonably” object to it. 
Your Pamphlet is, indeed, an appeal ta the public, 
who are ſuppoſed to, be capable of thinking for 
| themſelves. It is hoped, therefore, you will not be 
offended, that an obſcure perſon takes the liberty 
to addreſs you from the preſs; efpecially as he in- 
tends to treat you in a manner ſuitable to your 
You entitle your Publication a TREATISE on 
InspiRATION, in which” THE "PRETENCE' tO Ex- 
TRAORDINARY, INSPIRATION Is.confidereU” And 
CLEARLY AND FULLY REFUTED.” And it ſcemsto 
be levelled chiefly at the Methodiſt Preachers, to whom 
| 5 vou 


(6) 

you attach the epithets, © Fanatics, and Euthuſiaſts.“ 
Your readers in general, it 4s probable, have no deter- 
minate idras affixed to theſe terms; only they un- 
derſtand that they mean ſomething very ridiculous“. 
But before any man makes thoſe who are accounted 
Fanatics, &c. objects of laughter, he ſhould be 
certain that they deſerve ſuch treatment ; leſt he be 
found to /it in the ſeat of the ſcornful.” 

I ſhall now proceed, in the fear of God, to ex- 
amine and make ſome remarks on your Treati/e. 
And let me beg, Sir, that you will give the follow- 
ing pages an attentive and candid peruſal. 

1 — the firſt place it may be obſerved, that you ſet 
out on wrong ground; repreſenting the Methodiſt 
Preachers as pretending ts extraordinary inſpiration, 
ke that with which the Apoſtles were favoured. 
See page 1. © In theſe days of Fanaticiſm, it highly 
imports the members of the eſtabliſhed Church of 
this Kingdom to have right notions reſpetting in- 
ſpiration; becauſe the better they are grounded in 
the truth concerning it, the better they will be ſe- 
cured againſt the ſeduction of theſe fanatical 
Preachers,, who want to perſuade the world, and 
who too often ſucceed in perſuading weak minds, 
that they are more inſpired than the Miniſters of 
the National Church; as if God, with whom is no 
reſpett of perſons, reſpected and favoured them 
more than others.“ | of 

Page 11, You fay, Vain indeed, ridiculouſly 
vain! is the pretence to inſpiration, as ſet up by 
modern enthuſiaſts. For as they are not endued 

* with 


It is very common when any thing is ſaid about the influences 

2 the Holy Spirit, for ſome perſons to exclaim, © Enthufiaſm 

Mnthufiaſin!” And this is to ſtand in the place of reaſon arid 
argument. | 
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with power to work a miracle of any kind whatever; 
{o neither do they poſſeſs either the gift of tongues, . 
or any one of thoſe ſupernatural gifts, by which the 
Apoſtles were enabled to prove their divine miſſion 
and infpiration.” Having obſerved, page 14, that 
x Metiwdift Preachers ate in general very ilitterate ;” 
You go on, page 15, © Strange indeed it is, that me 
ſo defrcient in point of evangelical knowledge; as 
many of thoſe Preachers are, ſhould ever take it 
into their heads to fancy that they are inſhired as 
the Apoftles were.” | | 
Theſe quotations, taken verbatim, from the pages 
referred to, very much miſrepreſent the es 
and conduct of the Methodiſt Preachers. Permit 
me, therefore, to ſet this ſubject in a juſt point of 
view; that you, Sir, and the World may judge how 
far you have exefciſed Chriſtian candour towards 
them. | | oy 880 
The venerable Mr. Weſley, in à Sermon he 
preached at St. Mary's Oxford, before the Univer- 
tity, in the 1744, expreſſes himſelf ſo well on 
this point, that I ſhall tranſcribe part of what he 
ſays, which may be conſidered as the general ſenti- 
ment of the Methodiſts. Speaking of the extraor- 
dinary Jens of the Spirit, he ſays, © Whether theſe 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt were deſigned to remain in 
the Church throughout all ages ; and whether or no 
they will be reſtored at the nearer approach of the 
reſtitution of all things, are queſtions which it is not 
needful to decide. But it is neceſſary to obſerve 
this, that even in the infancy of the Church, God 
divided them with a ſparing hand. Were all even 
then Prophets ? Were all workers of mirucles Had 
all the gifts of healing ? Did all ſpeak with tongues ? 
No, in nowiſe. Perhaps not one in a thouſand. 
Probably none but the teachers in the Church, and 
only ſome of them. Tt-was, therefore, for a more 
excellent purpoſe m_ this that they were all _ 
| Sq 2 | "il 
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with the Holy Ghoſt. It was to give them {wh at 
none can deny to be eſſential to all Chriſtians: in- 
every age) the mind which: was in Chriſt, thoſe holy 
fraits-gf the Spirit, Which whoſoever. hath: not, 7x 
ue of his; to fillthem with lobe, joy, peace, long- 
Suffering. aentlenefs ; ; to indue them with faith . 
(perhaps. it might be rendered fidelity) with mnec/:- | 
44/5, and {emperance' Gal. v. 22, 23, 24 ;): to enable 
them. 0-CXUCYY the fleſh oth its affections and {ufts, 
its paſlions and deſires; and, in conſequence of that 
inward change, to fulfil all outward. righteouſneſs; 
ta.walk-as Chriſt alſo walked, in the work of faith, 
the patience. of. hope, the labour of love.“ 
It appears from the Book of Common Prayer, 
that the opinion of the Methodiſts reſpecting inſpi- 
ration. is agreeable. to that of the Reformers, and 
the Compilers of the Liturgy. Send the. Holy 
Ghoſt and pour into our hearts that moſt excellent 
gift of Charity, the very bond of peace, and all vir- 
.tues.” Collect for Quinquageſima Sunday“ O 
Lord, from whom all good things do eme; Grant 
to us, thy humble ſervants, that by thy holy inſpi- 
ration we. may think thoſe things that be good; and. 
by thy., mercitul. guiding may peform -taciſame; 
thro! ſofas Chriſt, Amen.“ -5th Sun. -afterEaſter;— 
** We beſeegh! thee leave us nqt comfortleſs; but 
. ſend us _thetholy.Ghoſt to comfort us, c. Sun 
after Aſcenſion —< Lord of all power and might, 
„Who art the, author and giver of all good things * 
graft in. our hearts the love of thy name, increaſe in 
us true religion, nouriſh us: with all gooclnoſs, and 
of thy great mercy keep us in the ſame,” &c. Bar- 
abs ax. And once more,“ Cleanfe the thoughts 
of our. hearts, by the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
Vat 05 may perfoctiy love thee, and worthily mog- 
if, thy, holy, name, &. Com. Service- | 
ft is true, many of the, Methodiſt 1 
fels to be inmgardly moved * the 1 Ghoſt lo preach 
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the Goſpel; which is alſo. the cafe, with dyexyiCler- 
gyman, when he enters into Holy; Orders: But 
none of the Methodiſt Preachers with whom I am 
acquainted, ſpeak on this ſubject as you repreſent 
them; they do not ſay, they have an;extraprdinary 
inſpiration like that af the Apaſtles. No, they ſpeak 
the words of truth and ſoberneſs. [They ſay that 
they were once enemies to God Tune works, 
but are now reconciled unto him through the death 
of his Son, Rom. v. 10. That having themfelves 
/afted that the Lord is gracious, and obtained that 
peace which paſſeth underſtanding, they feel an ar- 
dent deſire that others may partake of the ſame 
grace, and enjoy the ſame comfort. They ſee mul- 
titudes, for whom Chriſt died, ſerving divers luſts. 
and pleaſures; following the devices und deſires of 
heir gen hearts; living in the practice of drunken 
neſs, prephane ſwearing, breaking the Sabbath, Sc. 
in ſhort, diſhonouring God, injuring men, and feek- 
ing death in the error of their life. They lock on 
theſe with pity, they pray for them, they exhort 
them to flee from the wrath to come, point them 
to the Lamb of God, which taketh away the ſin of 
the world, and ſhow them the way of falvation; 
by grace through faith. They attribute all this to 
the Holy Spirit; becauſe they know that all holy- 
deſires and good counſels, and all quſt tors do pro- 
ceed” from above, from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variableneſs, nor ſhado of turn- 
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* It muſt be allowed'that the Methodiſt Preac 
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; hers pray for pe- 
culiar aſſiſtance in their ſacred employment; and are frequently 
indulged: with i. They are enabled . to rcd, mark, learn, and 

INWARDLY DIGEST”. the Holy Scriptures. Their underſtand- 
ings are, opened; their views of divine things are extended; 
and their hearts are inflamed with love to. the fouls of men, _ ä 


” 
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When T firſt Jooked over your Freatife, Þ was at 

z loſs to-account for the groſs miſrepreſentations it 
contains. Charity forbade the ſuppoſition that you 
had deſignedly and deliberately propagated falſe- 
hood. Indeed had you known it to be ſuch, a re- 
gard for your own reputation would have reſtrained 
you from publiſhing Mat to the world, which thou- 
ſands, even in this county, could refute. Will you 
bear with me, Sir, if I fay, that a deſire to put the 
beſt conſtruction on your motives and defigns, has 
ted me to this conolufion, that your mind was not 
in a proper ſtate to form af gg opinion on the fub- 
jet. Do not miſunderſtand me, Sir; I do not mean 
to ſay, that you are wanting, either in natural or 
acquired abilities, to judge with preciſion; it re- 
urres no great talents to judge of matters of fact.) 
t, firſt, You' do not appoar to have had a ſufficient 
knowledge of the Methodift Preachers, to have been 
capable of judging aright. Probably your ſituation 
in life is ſuch, that you never had an opportunity of 
fully inſorming yourſelf, And how can a 3 
TY „ | |; ow- 
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ardent defire for their falvation. In delivering truths of inſinite 
and eternal ©; c their own minds are . affected; 
and the Wart ſubjects, of which they ſpeak,” appear to them to 
be intereſting in the higheſt degree tg themſelves and to their 
hearers. Under the influence of. thele views and feelings, the 
are often conſtrained to fpeak with great fervour, and at fuck 
ſeaſons are willing to impart nat the Gojjiel of Ged only, but alſo their 
own ſorts. kt, ſhould it be thought a thing incredible that God 
ſhould us aſſiſt his ſervants? Is not this what we pray for in the 
Collect, with which this Letter is coneluded? The effects are 
p . Sinners, afleep in their fins, awaler to righteoufneſs; 
(1 Cor. xv. 34.) penitents, oppreſſed with : conſcious guilt, are 
filed with comfort; and finoere' believers are edified, built up 
in, holineſs, It is contrary to Humility to ſay, on ſuch occaſions, 
„ Nat I, but ile grace. of God' that is. in me? And when the Lord 
© fours % the” eacher © and congregation the healthful Spirit ꝙ his 
* grace, * ſhould we exclaim, Enthutaſm  Fanaticiſm or grate- 
fully acknowledge his unmerited kindneſs and condeſcenſion? : 


f 6 
however ſenſible and learned, judge in a caſe of 
which he has only an imperfect Knowledge? Se 
condly, You do not appear to have had an unbiaſſed, 
unprejudiced mind: Quite the reverſe. From ſome 
cauſe, your mind has been full of ſuch prepoſſeſnions 
as would not admit of a fober, nnpartial exami- 
nation of the ſentiments and condutt of the. men 
whom you have condemned. © | 
Let me entreat you, Sir, to re-examine your 
Treatiſe; and thro' the whole of it, to keep in mind 
that divine rule of our bleſſed Lord, Wketyoever ye 
wauld that men ſhould do unto you, fo do ye unto them.” 
TI cannot omit a remark on what you fay, page 15, 
on the late Rev. Mr. Weſley. You obſerve, © The 
late Mr. Weſley, that zealous propagator of Metho- 
diſm, ſometimes expreſſed himſelf concerning ex- 
traordinary divine affiſtance, in ſuch a manner as 
ſeemed to indicate that he renounced all claim to 
it,” You quote a paſſage from him, in which he 
ſays, “ I claim no other direction of God's, but what 
is common to all believers: I am no otherwiſe in- 
ſpired than you are, if you love God.“ Neu add, . 
* But this noted Methodift Preacher, oft inconſiſtent, : 
and at variance with himſelf, no doubt, frequently 
held a very different language; a language incom- 
patible with this plain and moſt certain truth; and 
many, if not moſt, of his followers hold the ſame.” 
This wants proof. And it is ſomewhat fingular, 
Sir, that you ſhould bring the charge of inconſiſt- 
ency, and indeed falſehood, againſt one of acknow- 
ledged learning and integrity, (now incapable of 
anſwering you, ) without proof... What! could you 
not find in all his numerous writings any expreſſion 
that would have fubſtantiated your charge, or, at 
leaſt, have given ſome ſhadow of credibility to your 
aſſertion? Or did yon imagine that your ipſe dixit 
would pafs for u and ſave you the e 
N ET OG» x : = 
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of ſearching for and producing it? Does this appear 
leren or candid? ſQãů»wmπö¶ ! Rain 
It has before been proved that you falſely charge 
the Methodiſt Preachers with pretending to be in- 
ſpired as the Apoſtles were. Page 4, The Apo- 
ſtles you ſay, were without doubt, guided infalli- 
bly, ſo as to be ſecured from the very poflibility of 
miſtake.” In the ſame page you obſerve, “Should 
any pretender to inſpiration ee audacity and 
preſumption to ſet up for an 7nfallible guide, we 
may and muſt confider him às either a deceived Fa- 
' natity or an impious Tmpoſior.” Do ] miſunderſtand 
vou, Sir? It appears to me that you mean to fix 
the ſtigma of hrelended infallibility on the Metho- 
diſt Preachers; whom with much Chriftian moderd- 
tion; you denominate Fynalics. This is a ſerious 
charge; and if it can be proved, the Methodiſt 
Preachers ought to be regarded as deluded men or 
n paſtors; and too much cannot be ſaid. to guard 
the people againſt them. But it is amazing that a 
Clergyman in Fork/hire, where there are 5 many 
thoufands of Methodiſts, ſhould inſmuate any thing 
of the kind. Whole congregations may riſe up and 
prove tit to be a palpable miſrepreſentation. They 
can fay to you, Our Preachers are fo far from ſet- 
ting up as infallible guides, that they exhort us to prove 
and examine What they teach, They tell us:they 


have underſtandings, and ce have underſtandings-— 


they have the Bible, and we have the Bible. 
- That we are capable of judging for ourſelves, and, 
that in matters of eternal importance, we orght to 
judge for ourſelves ; it would be dangerous, if not 
wicked;-tomeglectit. Nay, they exhort us to imi- 
tate the noble Bereais, who ſeurched the ſcriptures 
daily to ſee; whether thoſe things they heard, were 
true. Every man, according to his abilitz and op- 

unities, ſhould imitate that great and good man, 
the late Rev. Mr. Weſley, who writes gs follows in 


the Preface to his Sermons. © To candid, rea- 


ſonable 
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ſonable men, I am not afraid to lay open what have 
been the mmoſt thoughts of my heart. I have 
thought, Iam the ereature of a day, paſſing thro' life 
as an arrow thro” the air. I am a ſpirit come from 
God, and returning to God: juſt hovering over the 
great gulph: till a few moments hence, I am no 
more ſeen; I drop into an unchangeable eternity 
want to know one thing, the way to heaven: how 
to land ſafe on that happy ſhore. God himſelf has 
condeſcended to teach the way; for this very end he 
came from heaven, He hath Written it down ina 
Book, O give me that Book ! At am price give 
me the Book of God! I have it: here is knowledge 
enough for me. Let me be Home unte libri. 
Here then I am, far from the buſy ways of men. I 
fit down alone: only God is here. In his preſence 
[ open, I read his k; for this end, to find the 
way to heaven. Is there a doubt concerning tlie 
meaning of what I read ? Does any thing appear 
dark and intricate? I lift up my heart to the Either 
of lights. Lord is it hot thy word, F ann man lac l 
wiſdom, let him afk , God? Nou giveſt liberally 
and upbraideft not. Thou haſt ſaid, Hani be willing 
io do thy will; he fhall-know. I am willing to do. 
Let me know thy will. - I then: ſearch after and 
conſider parallel paſſages of : ſcripture, comparing 
ſpiritual, things with' ſpiritugl. - I meditate thereon, 
with all the attention and carneſtneſs of which my 
mind is capable, If any doubt {till remains, I con- 
ſult thoſe who are experienced in the things of 
God; and then the writings, whereby being dead, 
they yet ſpeak. And what L;thus learn, that I 
teach.“ Does this ſavour- of pretended infullibility ? 
Again. Having held out the Methodiſt Preachers 
as a ſet of. ignorant men, eſpecially the common 
af, you proceed! page 16, “ Mark now. the ſin- 
guar modeſty of theſe Alliterate men! They ſcruple 
| WE! . 1 +7 17714 nen nao ot ei not. 
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* A man of one Book, 
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not to ſet themſelves above the beft inflructed, the very 


ableft of thoſe Miniſters,” (i. e. of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church,) and to obtrude themſelves upon the World 


as the only fit perfons to preach the Goſpel, and 


who alone teach truth as it is in Jeſus. 

Here again, Sir, they muſt appeal to their nume- 
rous hearers. They highly eſteem the deft inflructed, 
the very ableſt of toe Minifters-— They arc happy 
to hear them preach, and with them proſperity. 
They rejoice that many in the Churches preach the 
truth as it is in Jeſus; and, alſo, that their number 
is increaſing. VVV 

The beſt way for you, Sir, or any other diſſatis. 
fied or * perſons, to judge whether the 
Methodiſt Preachers pretend to infallibility, or ſet 
themſelves up above the beft infiructed of the Clergy, 
would be to attend their preaching for a few weeks. 

Whoever is above this, ought to ſuſpend his Judg 
ment: for he certainly is not a proper perſon to {it 
as Judge in this caſddGQG. 

_ . You will bear with me, Sir, if 1 take notice of 
another miſrepreſentation. Page 15, © Theſe men 
affect a great regard for the doctrines of the Eſta- 
-Dliſhed Church.” They do not Ar rer it; They 
are ſincere in profeſſing a ſtrong attachment to the 
leading Doctrines of the Church, and very frequent) 
appeal to the Liturgy, Articles and Homulies of 
the Church of England, as well as the Holy Scrip- 
-tures, to prove their Doctrines. Let me take the 
liberty briefly to Rate the Doctrines they uſually de- 
liver, as they are expreſſed in the Homilies, &c.— 

And this is the more neceſſary, becauſe a great 

majority of the Members of the Church are un. 


acquainted with thoſe precious Repoſitories of | 


the Proteſtant and Scriptural doctrine of Salvation 

by grace, through faith—the Homilies. If the 
Author of a Treatiſe on Inſpiration,” 8&c. will take 
the trouble to go through a Pariſh in Town or Coune 


try, and aſk every individual what he thinks of the 
e 
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Homilies ; he will find, it is to be feared, that not 
one in twenty knows what they are. The Fana- 
dcs, as you call them, find that, when they. vi/it 
a village, and prove what they advance from Scrip- 
ture, and then from their own. Prayer-Book, and 
laſtly from the Homilies, the countenances of the 
people are expreſſive of ſurprife and aſtoniſhment, 
Ihe Book of Common Prayer never before appear- 
ed to them fo full of wholeſome doctrine; and as 
for the Homilies, the greater part of the congrega- 
tion never heard of them before. This is fact. 
gut to return from this digreſſion. “d 
The principal ſubject of Methodiſt Sermons are 
as follows —Fiſt. y conſtantly affirm, that man 
is in a finful, loſt, rained, and helpleſs ſtate, and 
that his Salvation flows from the mere mercy of 
God, thro? Chriſt Jeſus. This is taught in the Ho- 
mily on the Mifery of Man. Part II. „Of our- 
ſcives, and by ourſelves, we have no goodneſs, help, 
or ſalvation, but contrariwife damnation, and death 
everlaſtigg; which if we deeply weigh and conſider, 
we ſhall the better underſtand the great mercy of 
God, and how our Salvation cometh only 
Chriſt. For in ourſelves, as of ourfelves, we find 
nothing whereby we may be delivered from this 
miſerable captivity, into the which we are caſt 
thro! the envy of the Devil, by breaking of God's 
commandment in our firſt Parent Adam. We are 
all become unclean; but we are not able to cleanſe 
ourſelves, nor to make one another of us clean. 
We are by nature the children of God's wrath ; but 
we are not able to make ourſelves the children and 
"WM inheritors of God's glory, We are ſheep run aſtray; 
but we cannot of our own power come again ta the 
dheepfold, ſo great is our weaknefs: God of his 
non Mercy: faveth us, and fetteth out his exceedin 
love towards us, in that, of his own voluntary 1679 
neſs, when we were periſhed, he ſaved us, and pro- 
ided an everlaſting kingdom for us. And all theſe 
heavenly 


+ 
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heavenly treaſures are given us, not for our own 
deſerts, merits, or good deeds, (which of ourſelves 
we. have done,) but for his own mere; mercy 
freely.” —See the whole Homily... + : 2 

REPENTANCE TOWARDS Gop. is frequenly, 
almoſt conſtantly, introduced into the diſcourfes of 
the Methodiſt Preachers. This, according to the 


Homily on Repentance, implies, (1.) “ Contrition 
of the heart: For we muſt be earneſtly ſorry for our. 


ſins, and unfeignedly lament and bewail that we 
have by them ſo grievoully offended our moſt boun- 
tcous and merciful God, who ſo tenderly loved us, 
that he gave his only begotten Son to die a moſt 
bitter death, and to ſhed his blood for our redemp- 
tion and deliverance.“ Under this head they often 
quote thoſe excellent words in the Communion Ser- 
Vice, ſo expreſſive of the feelings of a true penitent, 
the remembrance of our ſin is grievous, the bur- 
den intolerable.“ (2.) * An unfeigned confeſſion and 
acknowledgment, of our fins unto. God, that if he 
ſhould deal with us, according to his juſtices we do 
deſerve a thouſand: hells, if there; were fo many.“ 


Homily, on Repentance. This is enforeed upon 


their hearers, as abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation; 
and the general eonfeſſion in the daily ſerviee is pro- 
duced, very frequently, as ſuitable on this ab a 
< Almighty and moſt merciful Father, we have erred 
and ſtrayed from thy, ways like loſt: ſheep, &c. 
Another thing included in repentancey is“ amend- 
ment, or new life, in bringing forth fruits worthy of 
repentance.” Hom. on Rep. This repentance, they 
teach, is the gift of God, though the act of the ſin- 
ner., Hence they can, with ſincerity, ſay, Let 
is: beſzeech- God. to grant us true repentance and 


his; Holy Spirit, that thoſe, things may pleaſe him 


Which we do at, this, preſent, and that the reſt of 
gur life. hereafter may be pure and holy.“ 


- * 


p 7 * 
* 


pon as neceſſary to ſalvation. By Faith they mean, 
F : - not 


n 


Faitl, 11 our lord Jeſus Chrift is hkewiſe inſiſted. | 


— 


t 
Ot 
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hot only a belief of the Hiſtory and Doctrines of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but, alſo, a view of the ſuitablenefs 
of Jeſus as a Saviour, a cordial embracing of him, 
and dependenee on bim for ſalvation. By this 
faith we obtain the forgivenefs of fins, and are 
juſtified in the ſight of God. This faith produces 
love to God and man, and univerſal obedience to 
the precepts of the Goſpel. The Homily on ſal- 
vation, Part III. expreſſes the ſame thing in the 
following manner: For the right and true Chriſt- 
ian faith, is not only to believe that Holy Scripture 
and all the artieles of our faith, are true; but alſo 
to have a fu tri and confidence in God's merci- 
ful promiſes to be ſaved from everlaſting damnation 
by Chriſt; whereof do follow a loving heart to:obey_ 
his commandments. And this true Chriſtian faith, 
neither any devil hath, nor yet any man, who in the 
outward profeſſion of his mouth, and in his out- 
ward receiving of the ſacraments, in coming to the 
church, and in all other outward. appearances, ſeem- 
eth to be a Chriſtian man, and yet in his living and. 
deeds ſnoweth the contrary: For how can a man 
have this true faith, this ure truſt and confidence in 
God, that by the merits of Chriſt his ſins be 
torgiven, and he reconciled to the favour of God, 
and to be partaker of the kingdom of heaven by 
Chriſt, when he liveth ungodly, and denieth Chriſt 
in his deeds? Surely no ſuch ungodly man can have 
this faith and truſt in God.“ Do, men who profef= 
«Aly. decellt on the above topics, only AFFECT fo haue 
4g eat regard: for the doctrines of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church? If any doubt of the truth of theſe aſſertions, 


| would only ſay, leur gor vourſelves. and THEN 
DZ. $14 „ 


The next thing Ltake notice of, is what you ſay, 
page'13,”on the neceſſary qualifications for a' right” 
inderſtanding of the New Leſtament. . Fut,, a 
competent knowledge; of. that language in whicit 
the Apoſtles left ithoſe- Scriptures written; becauſe! 
ine Englith tranflation-of them being in many places, 


incorrect 
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incorrect and faulty, he who docs not underſtand 
the original, cannot poſſtbly rectify the falſe reading, 
but muſt always take the text, When wrong as well 
as when right, in the ferje in which it is given“. 
It muſt be allowed that the knowledge of languages 
is an embelliſtunent, and a critical knowledge of 
Greek an advantage to a Preacher. "He may per- 
ceive many brauties in the ſacred text, of which the 
readers of a tranflation are inſenſible. But it would 
be difficult to prove the knowledge of Greek to be 
necefary in order to explain and enforce the doc- 
trines before mentioned, viz. The depravity of hu- 
man nature, repentance towards God, and faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, producing holineſs of heart 
and life; ſubjects thee of the greateſt importance, 
as they are connected with the vitals of Chriſtianity, 
See Acts xx. 20. I kept back notlung that was pro- 
table unto you, but have ſhowed you, and have taught 
vou publicly, and from houſe to houſe, teſtifying te- 
ce towards: God ard failk toward our Lord 

is Crit 1 : | 
The: Englith, I believe, is allowed by competent 
Judges, to be a good tranſlation 5 perhaps it 1s 
better than. any other extant. Ihe errors with 
which it is charged, do not affe& the eſſential doc- 
trines of the Goſpel ; but moſtly relate to curious, 
diſputable points, of which a man may be ignorant 
without injury. And, perhaps, if the tranſlators 
were alive to explain their oon terms, all the errors 
would be corrected. Do not you obſerve, Sir, that 
while you are friking at illiterate Methodiſt Preach- 
n 1 | PF 2 ers, 


; R N 
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* All is not gold that glitters, nor is every man learned who 

_ prefends to be o. To ſtiom your etudition, you inſert à few 
Greck characters in the title page, taken f. om Rev. ii. 2. In 
that quotation there are, however, two miſtakes, Which an) 
boy, who has learned the Rudiwents of Greek, could cbrrekt. 
By tua for dt, and won for i, you have made it 
nonſeuſe. It it be faid the errors are typographical; why were 
they not corrected in the exrita?—Mat. vii. 3, 4. is well worth 
youk attantien. : | 8 


{ Wo 
ers, you wound the reputation of thoſe learned men 
who were employed in tranſlating our Bible? You, 
in effect, charge them with ignorunte or ſomething 
 reorſe! and encourage the vulgar tu exclaim; * Who 
ſhall decide if Doctors diſagree!” This, I fear, will 
not ſerve the cauſe of Chriltianity!!! 1 
* Another requiſite you obferve, page 13, © for 
rightly underſtanding the facred volume, is a perfect 
acquaintance with thoſe Jewiſh (not to mention 
Pagan) rites and ceremonies, thoſe religious obferv- 
ances, cuſtoms, and uſages, to which our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles in almoſt every page of it allude ; 
without a proper knowledge of which, their mean- 
ing very often cannot be fully and truly, if at all, 
apprehended.” There is much riety in this re- 
mark, and it is hoped every Methodiſt Preacher will 
endeavour to gain the neceſſary information. Will 
you permit me to add, that if you had duly 
attended to this, it is probable you would have 
wen a Uifferent turn to John xx. 22. introduced 
y you p. 2. Tour eriticiſm is very curious. Let 
us now attend to the ſtrict meaning of the word In- 
/biration. This term is derived from the Latin word 
inſpiro; which ſignißes to breathe in or upon: 
ſo that the Apoſtles were inſpired in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe of the term, which no one elſe ever was, our 
Lord not having bouckſafed to breathe on any but 
em.“ Poor 1! thou wert not there! Well 
mighteſt thou ſay, I was born out of due time! To 
be ſerious. Do you mean to ſay that the breath 
from the body of Jeſus entered into every one pre- 
fent, and that that breath was the Holy Ghoſt ? 
May we not rather conſider him as adopting the 
manner of the Eaftern Doctors and Prophets, wha, 
in teaching, frequently impreſſed the minds of their 
diſciples by ſymbolical actions? In this view of the 
paſſage, Jeſus, by breathing on his diſciples, ſigni- 
tied, that by the inviſible energy of his power he 
would confer upon them the gitts of the Spirit. 
What you advance, page 3, on the ſubject of 
| h inſpiration, 
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inſpiration, or divine aid, deſerves conſideration, 
Speak ing of divine aid, &c. you aſſert, Ihat it is 
not donè in a perceptible manner, we all know; and 
therefore it inconteſtihi follows, that the Divine Spi- 
rit, when preſent with us, is imperceptibl fo. It 
ſeems neceſſary to be obſerved: here, that the influ- 
ence of the Spirit, which we very properly term 
Grace, is not perpetually, or interruptedly con- 
tinued: For as it is not given when not wanted, ſo 


t is vouchſuſed to thoſe onlynuliu deere it; and when 


by their vicious conduct, men render themſelves un- 
worthy: of the favour, it is then withdrawn; and 
withheld from them. But when; ſo withheld it is 
not, however, irrecoverably loſt; for by proper ap- 
plication it may be regained. To which I ſhall 
only add, that as they Who are fayoured with this 
divine communication perceive not when it is made 
mem, ſo they are not ſenſible when it is interrupted 
or ſuſpended. Let us examine this; & That it is 
not done in a perceptibie manner we all know ;:/what 
all? andi tlierefore it inconteſtibli follows, that the 
Diyine Spirit, when preſent with us, is 2mpercept- 
echt pi bowiteh of nt ir nein. 
It is obſerved by the Author you have quoted in 
the Introduction, page 5, We know no more of 
the workings of the Spirit than we know of the 
Wind.“ (Alluding to John iii 8.“ The wind- blow- 
eth where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the found 
thereof; but canſt not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: ſo is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.“ Granted. But is the wind imperecpiibie-“ 


Alis true, we cannot ſee it, but we can ſecliit, we 


can fee its efects,. Try to convince a man who 15 
almoſt ſtiffened by a piercing north wind in January, 
that the influence of the wind is imperceptibble.— 
Tell him you can irconteſtibly prove it, - philoſo- 
phize upon it,. criticiſe on the Latin word for wind, 
and ſhow; your great erudition. The man Ae 
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tell you, Fakt is fakt: I painfully feel it. So a man 


whom the Spirit is convmeing of ſin, becauſe of un- 
belief, (John xvi. 9.) painfully feels his influence. 
See Homily on Faſting. Part I. When men feel in 
themſelves the heavy burden of ſin, ſee damnation to 
be the reward of it, behold with the eye of their 
mind the horror of hell, they tremble, they quake, 
and are inwardly touched with ſorrowfulneſs of 


heart, and cannot but accuſe themſelves, and o 
their grief unts Almighty God, and call upon 
for merey 1 WK, is 10 * 
Do we not perceive it when after a long and hard 
froſt the South wind melts the ice and ſnow, and 
ſoftens the ground; and is not the ſenſation agree- 
able? So when the Holy Spirit ſheds abroad his love 
in the heart of the penitent ſinner, (Rom. v. 5. ) and 
fills him with divine confolation ; (1 Peter i. 8.) 
he is agreeably ſenſible of the Spirit's influence. 
« Godly men feet inwardly God's Holy Spirit in- 
flaming their hearts; Homily on certain portions of 
Scripture: Part I. * God give us grace to know theſe 
things, and Feel them in our hearts. This know- 
ledge and feeling is not of ourſelves. Let us then 
| meekly call upon the bountiful Spirit, the Holy 
| Ghoſt to inſpire us with his preſence,” &c. Homily 
bor Rogation Week. Part III. 
5 Is it rational to ſuppoſe that the following excel - 
d lent. prayer can be anſwered, and a man. be inſen- 


4 [Mie of it? © O God, who haſt prepared for them 
2 that love thee, ſuch good things as paſs man's un- 
„ Lerſtanding. Pour into our hearts ſuch love to- 


wards thee, that we loving thee above all things, 
may obtain any promiſes, which exceed all that we 
can defire,” &c. Coll. 6th Sunday after Trinity. 
Every time the Reverend Author of a Treaiiſe on 
Inſpiration,” &. reads the Communion Service, 
e prays, © Cleanſe, the thoughts of our hearts, by 
the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may per- 
| 5 +. . fealy, 
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fectly love thee, "ng. Ek d PREY thy holy 
name. Do you th e anſwer of this 
prayer can be Kd 8 _ _ heart, naturally de- 
ceitful above all things and deſperately wicked, (Je: 
xvIi. 9.) be made clean within us, and NE be iner 
Able of the operation? 

If we can neither perceiue when we are aſliſted, 
m_ be © ſeuſible when that aſſiſtance is © /u/bended,” 
chat an uncomfortable, — ſtate of doubt 
1 uncertainty muſt a © BO)! in who feels the 
orce of the following e, Rom. viii. 9. 14. Je 
are not in the fleſh; but in the ſpirit, F /o. be. that the 
Spirit of God DWELL 1N YOU. | Now if any my 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. 
many as are Jed by the Spirit of God, they are he 
ſons of God.“ You obſerve, that when Divine ad 
= <« withheld, it is not, however, irrecoverably loft; for 

proper application it may Uuredly be regained.” 
But if we cannot perceiue when we are allied, 
nor be © /en/ible” rohen that aſſiſtance is © ſuſpe: 
how can we poſſibly know when to make prope 
application” to regain it. And by what rule may we 
ſatisfy ourſelves that ve have“ Anne re- 
gemed it? - 

*I will diſmiſs this point by defiring you, Sir, to 
read and conkider, 1 Cor. 9g. 16. ** Ahe natural 


man 
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Seile der at the Oel F.. s 


Come Holy Ghoſt, our Souls inſpire, 

And lighten with celeſtial fire, R 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, ts il 
Who doſt thy ſev” Al gifts 1 impart, I; 


Thy bleſſed unRion from —_ 


Is conffort, life, and fire of laue. | EIN ta 
Enable mh petual light, | W de 
The dulnels © oy blinded fi pt; 5 m. 
Anoint and cheer our ſoiled e d 
With the abundance of thy gl t | ; 


I; all this imfeerceftible? 
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n receiteth ot Me _ of the Spirit of God: 
/r they are ſvoliſtnæſꝭ unto im; meitheFcan lie know 


them, beeauſe they are ſiritudtly diſcernett.” 

Every thinking perfon who knows himſelf will 
agree with you, page's, that © the mflence of the 
S. 4 Al 77 vhen DUN '7 mn 99: Bi « he Is - iſt 
prrit 15 not giden but when wanted, But he muſt 
obſerve; at the. ſame time, IT 15 ALWAYS WANTED, 


For he remembers the words of his Lord. < With- 


b ont me ye cun do nothiug.” John xv. 5. Nor does 
ne he ſcruple to uſe St. Paul's words, Nom. vili. 26, 
e „ Likewiſe the Spffit alſo helpeth our infirmities: 
the 


For we know. not what to pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for us, with 
groanings that cannot be uttered.” „ 
Further you affirm, in the ſame page, © rr 18 
ad N vovensArED TO THOSE ONLY WHO, DESERVE 
ir.“ —Alas! wh6 can ſay, I deſerve it? This ſtrikes 
at the yery root of the doctrines of the Eſtabliſned 
cd, WF Church. See Article XIII. „ Works done before 
d; the grace of Chrilt, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, 
per are not pleaſant to God, for as much as they ſpring 
we not of faith in Jeſus, neither do they make men meet 
re- Wl to receive grace, or (as the School Authors ſay) DE- 
SERVE grace of congruity: yea rather, for that they 
r, to are not done as God hath willed and commanded 
them to be done, we doubt not but they have the 


man Bl nature of Sin.ä— The“ bet inflructed” of the Clergy 
+= muſt have painful feelings while they ſee the Doc- 


trines of the Church ſo undermined by one of her 
Sons; and A CLERGYMAN Too!!! > 

To conclude. When we conſider the ſtate of 
Religion in this Country—The great ignorance of 
thouſands in divine things—their total want of re- 
ligious concern—the prevalence. of ſin and pro- 
laneneſs, and above all, the rapid increaſe of- infi- 
delity; every man who ſincerely attempts to pro- 
mote the knowledge and practice of Chriſtianity, 
deſerves praiſe, rather than blame. Happy would 
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it be, if „ all who profeſs and call themſelves 
Chriſtians“ were ſuch in reality; poſſeſſed of the 
mind of Chriſt, guided by his word, led by his ſpi- 
rit, and Fog). by a pure deſire to glorify him; 
tranſcribing in their tempers, words, and actions 
the precepts, and adorning the doctrines of the Goſ 
ur of God our Saviour in all things.—Then would 

old blaſphemers be ſilenced ; infidels, if not con 
vinced, would be confounded, and God be glor 
hed by us, and be the glory in the mid of us, and 
wall of fire around us. May the God of all grace 
thus give us his bleſſing! That this may be the caſe 
let us all unite to pray, © Almighty and everlaſtin 
God, who alone workeſt great marvels: Send dow 
upon all Brthops and Curates, and ALL CONGRE 
GATIONS COMMITTED TO THEIR CHARGE, th 
healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that they ma 
truly pleaſe thee, pour upon. them the continug 
dew of thy bleſſing. Grant this, O Lord, for tl 
honour of our Advoeate and Mediator Jeſus Chril 
Amen. 


1 am, 
Rey, i. | 
Yours, &c. 
York, | 
Jan. 25, 1860. 
e THE END. 
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